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Why a
Sanctuary?

Introduction

What is a Blueprint?

The architect begins with an idea. This idea is of a
real physical structure that his client needs. The idea
is then developed into what is called a design. The
architect must somehow then describe this design to
a builder. He does this by meticulously creating a
detailed set of construction documents or drawings
sometimes called blueprints(years ago, the drawings
were reproduced on special paper that would
actually turn blue during the copy process).
Blueprints describe every aspect of the structure and
how it is to be constructed down to the smallest
detail. Notice that the blueprints are not the finished
structure, but rather a description of what the final
structure will be.

The architect then gives a copy of the blueprints to
the builder. The builder must then actually build the
structure according to the information contained in
the blueprints. All of the information necessary to
build the structure is included in the blueprints, and it
must be adhered to diligently. This is a crucial point
to understand! The builder has no authority to
modify the blueprint in any way, neither does he
discard any of the information that it contains,
because once the blueprints are sealed by the
architect, they are legal documents and cannot be
altered. Neither does the builder, after successfully
erecting half of the structure, decide that he doesn't
really need to consult the blueprints to finish the
project.

In the beginning, God created this world and
declared it to be very good. All of this world was
in harmony with His character and perfectly
obedient to His will. However, there was an
adversary who had rebelled in heaven and was
cast out, into the earth. He sought to deceive the
first couple and drag them into his rebellion
against God. Sadly, they yielded to Satan’s lies
and plunged this world into the misery we see
today. But God was not without a plan to bring
mankind back into harmony with His own
character and restore the perfection of His
original creation.
This plan of salvation would not be implemented
immediately after man sinned, but rather God set
up a system, much like a “blueprint”, whereby
man could be educated as to what the plan
involved, when it was to begin and what events
would transpire throughout this plan. The
sanctuary was this blueprint. It was a teaching
model through which the events of the plan of
salvation are described in symbols, and the
timeline for their fulfillment are defined in the
annual feasts, or certain designated “holy days”.
God gave this sanctuary model to Adam first, in
basic form, and later in detail to the nation of
Israel, so that mankind would be able to

recognize the Messiah and be prepared to
receive him.

This is a critical point to understand, because the
Adversary, Satan, has devised a counterfeit plan
in an attempt to attract or or deceive, every
person on earth. If we don't understand the true
plan, we have no defense against the lies and
deception of the enemy.
So, even as this sanctuary model was for Israel
an instructor, so it is for us. Given by a God of
love, to reveal those necessary things in the plan
and to give us understanding of the timeline of
events that are to happen in our day. Without a
knowledge of the old testament sanctuary and its
feasts, we really do not have the necessary tools
to correctly understand the new covenant,or the
prophecies found in the new testament,
especially the book of Revelation, and as a
result, are wide open for deception. While this
series of studies is just a basic introduction to the
sanctuary, you may find that this is the key that
opens to your understanding, the new testament
scriptures as well as the prophecies of Daniel
and Revelation, with a new clarity.
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In fact, a good builder studies the blueprint,
familiarizing himself with the details and
specifications so that he is sure that he understands
every aspect of the design and what part of
construction happens at specific times during the
building process.The really goods news is, God is
both the architect and builder, so we can rest assured
there will be no mistakes in the construction.

So it is with God's plan of salvation. He has given us
a “blueprint”, a symbolic representation of the plan
within the sanctuary that reveals each step that the
Messiah will make in saving mankind. As we
understand the old covenant sanctuary, it will be
much easier to recognize what the Messiah is doing
in the new covenant, and what is to come next within
His plan.

The symbols within the sanctuary, its services
and associated feast days were given in the old
testament writings, under what we now call the
old covenant. Throughout these studies we will
refer to this old testament sanctuary and
services as the “blueprint”. These symbols were
not the actual plan of salvation, but they pointed
to a future “new covenant” that would include a
substitutionary sacrifice that would atone for sin,
and restore mankind to a right relationship with
God.
These symbols included a physical, tent-like
structure that contained specific furnishings that
served very special purposes within this plan.
There was also a court, or fenced area
surrounding this structure that had one entry
only and also contained specific furnishings.
The court is where sacrifices and offerings were
made, as well as where individuals would meet

with the priests ministering in the sanctuary.
There were also feasts, or holy days that were
celebrated at specific times each year. In the
spring of the year, there were the feasts of
Passover, Unleavened bread, Firstfruits and
Feast of Weeks. In the fall, there was the Feast
of Trumpets, Day of Atonement, and Feast of
Tabernacles. These holy days each had specific
sacrifices and rituals that were to be carried out
that were symbolic of future major events within
the plan of salvation, and they also provided the
timeline for the occurrence of these events.

The graphic below is a plan drawing of the
sanctuary, with its correct orientation and
furniture layout. Each of the items noted, we will
be covering in this series.

Sanctuary Details
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1. Who began the rebellion against God? Revelation 12:7-9

2. Where did this rebellion begin? Revelation 12:7

3. What is Satan’s ultimate desire, fueling this rebellion? Isaiah 14:12-14

Note: Satan, formerly known as Lucifer, desires to sit in God’s throne, receiving the worship
that is due only to God.

4. What two contradicting voices did Adam and Eve hear? Genesis 2:17, 3:4

Note: Here we find the first indication of an enemy and counterfeit plan. Our first parents were
given every tree for food, except one. God reserved this one tree and instructed them to not eat of it.
To disobey would bring the death penalty. Satan contradicted God's instruction and declared that they
could eat of the tree and would certainly not die. Like us today, the first couple had only two sources
of input for making their decision, the word of God versus the voice of Satan, in its many deceptive
forms. We need to test everything, including our own desires and ideas, by the Word of God - the
Bible, because for every truth that God has in His plan, Satan has a counterfeit.

5. When faced with this decision, what did Eve use to “validate” the message she got from the
serpent? Genesis 3:6

Note: Eve consulted her own senses and perceptions. These seemed to “validate” the errors
presented by the serpent, and so she yielded to the temptation, being deceived, she committed the
first sin. Our senses, or perceptions are not a safe guide in determining right from wrong, truth from
error. God’s Word is the only reliable test.

6. Having disobeyed God, what was the couples reaction to His seeking them? Genesis 3:8

7. What is it that separates us from God? Isaiah 59:1, 2

Note: God is love and thus He wants to dwell with His creation. But sin has separated Him
from his creation.

8. What is the penalty for sin? Romans 6:23(first part)

9. According to the Bible, what is required to atone for sin? Leviticus 17:11

Study Questions
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10. What substitutionary event was implemented as a symbol for atoning for sin? Genesis 4:4,5

Note: The Bible says that there is no forgiveness of sin, or atonement, without the shedding of
blood. In other words, sin being the transgression of the law, and death being the resulting penalty,
only the death of the sinner, or a substitutionary death can meet the requirements of the law. The
sacrifice of lambs, goats and other animals in the old testament, were symbolic of the one perfect
sacrifice of the future Messiah, and it was their blood that was used in the sanctuary service.

11 The blood sacrifice goes all the way back to Eden. Cain and Abel both offered sacrifices to God.
What was missing from Cain's sacrifice that rendered it unacceptable to God? Genesis 4:3-5

Note: Cain offering of fruit was not acceptable because fruits and vegetables have no blood
and are not a fit representation of the Messiah.

12. The symbols of the sanctuary and all of its ceremonies and festivals were given to what nation?
Exodus 19:3-6

13. Why did God want a sanctuary built? Exodus 25:8

Note: It was through this sanctuary structure that God could dwell among His people in the old
testament. But this structure and associated ceremonies were symbolic of a future new covenant,
through which God would ultimately dwell with His people face to face.

14. Whom did God give the building instructions to? Exodus 25:1, 9

Note: God gave to Moses very detailed instruction on every aspect of this sanctuary as well as
its sacrificial services and festivals. God was very specific and with good reason. These symbols
were to reveal the future Messiah and the entire plan of salvation to come.

15. Could the blood of animal sacrifices in this old testament sanctuary actually atone for sins?
Hebrews 10:4

Note: It was not possible that the blood of animals could atone for the sins of man. But these
animals represented the substitutionary sacrifice that would one day be made by the Messiah, that
would pay the penalty for every sinner and every sin committed by humanity.

16. If animal sacrifices were symbolic of the then future Messiah and true plan of salvation, do we
also find another sanctuary described in Scripture? Hebrews 8:1, 2, Revelation 15:5

Note: The Bible describes a sanctuary in heaven. A sanctuary that was not built by man, but by
God himself. Moses was shown this “pattern” on Sinai while he was receiving the instruction for
building the old covenant sanctuary. See Hebrews 8:1-5. The old covenant sanctuary was patterned
after the sanctuary in heaven. Thus the reason for studying the earthly sanctuary is made clear. If we
want to know what is happening in the sanctuary in heaven, we need to look at the model that was
made here on earth, for it was patterned after the one in heaven.
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17. Do the experiences of Israel of old have any relevance or instruction for us today? Does the Bible
suggest that we study these things? 1 Corinthians 10:11

Note: Paul instructs us that all those experiences concerning Israel of old, are there for our
learning. As you go through this series of studies, it will become abundantly clear that Paul’s
instruction here is indeed wise, and even vital for the new covenant Christian.

The old covenant sanctuary reveals God’s plan to save mankind. Through the symbols of a physical
tent like structure, blood sacrifices and annual festivals, He reveals each step of the new covenant
plan of salvation. The old covenant sanctuary was not the real plan of salvation, but rather a body of
symbols designed to teach us what that plan would look like when the time came to implement it. The
physical building, along with the sacrifices and feast days, all pointed forward to events in the great
plan of salvation and includes important concepts and prophetic way marks that help us understand
the sequence of the plan and what is to transpire next.

So why is this subject virtually unheard of in the Christian churches today? Especially considering the
fact that virtually every new testament writer refers back to the old covenant sanctuary, or to the
sanctuary in heaven.

It is by studying the symbols of the old covenant sanctuary that we discover a harmonious and
comprehensive plan that will bring a new clarity and understanding to the new covenant Scriptures
and how God is working to save each one of us through His plan of salvation.

Conclusion


